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Northern Cape 	 Tour 1, 2015

Shaun Klaasen and Danalia 
Borman performing their 
Final Dress Rehearsal of  
No Monkey Business: Spick 
& Span at Blue Mountains 
Primary School in 
Durbanville, Cape Town. 

Spick & Span returns to 
the Northern CapeLife-Skills  

arepp:Theatre for Life has 
partnered with UNICEF and the 
Department of Basic Education 
to produce an Applied Theatre 
presentation aimed at 
developing Life-skills and Self-
efficacy in relation to Basic 
Health, Hygiene and 
Tuberculosis amongst 
Foundation Phase (Grade R to 3) 
learners.  

The project has been ongoing 
since March of 2013, with teams 
travelling to the deeply rural 
parts of South Africa. The show 
has been performed in isiZulu, 
isiXhosa, Sepedi and Afrikaans 
in KwaZulu-Natal, the Eastern 
Cape, Limpopo, Mpumalaga and 
the Northern Cape  respectively.  

The target schools nominated 
by the Department of Basic 
Education for this project are 
rural and severely under 
resourced Primary Schools. 

Now it’s its third year of touring, arepp:Theatre for Life’s          
No Monkey Business: Spick & Span project has had a 
enormous impact on thousands of school-going learners, thanks 
to the generous support from UNICEF and the Department of 
Basic Education. 

Spick & Span has returned from it’s second tour to the Northern 
Cape, and the response has been overwhelming. Over the course 
of the tour, the team performed 81 shows to approximately 12,100 
Afrikaans-speaking 5 to 9 year-old learners.

The schools were ecstatic to receive the show, and the learners 
even more so! Learners would whisper amongst themselves 
before the show started and were eager to participate. The 
learners responded very strongly to the puppets and the 
characters of the show as well as singing along to the songs. 
They wholeheartedly enjoyed learning about hand washing, going 
to the clinic and how to stay healthy.
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In their evaluations, the Educators reported that they felt the show 
was of a high quality and many commented on the educational 
value of the presentation. They rated the play Excellent! They also 
felt that the discussion after the show reinforced the lessons and 
skills taught in the play.  


The majority of the Educators said that the show was very 
entertaining and that the actors held the attention of the learners. 
Many educators commented that the participation and practical 
actions taught during the songs in the play will help the learners to 
remember the lessons. 


An Educator noted that Spick & Span aligned perfectly with the 
Life Orientation Curriculum as learners were taught about Hygiene 
earlier in the year. They said that the learners were now familiar 
with the concepts presented and discussed in the show, which 
allowed them to engage and process in the information easier. In 
the facilitated discussion following the play, learners gave specific 
examples from their own experience, which demonstrated that 
they could apply the information and skills that they had acquired.
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“I learnt about TB, how to keep my hands 
clean and your body healthy” 

- Grade 2 Learner 
Tour 1, 2015

“The presentation will 
assist the learners with 
their knowledge to 
make informed choices 
about their lifestyle. 
They also engage 
themselves in 
understanding what 
they learn in the 
classroom. It will have a 
long term impact on 
each learner and it will 
precipitate change in 
their lives” 

- Educator 
Tour 1, 2015

“I think it would be a good idea for such 
programs to return because learners enjoy 
them very much. We don’t get enough time 
to do such plays with the learners and they 
learn more quickly and easily by watching 
the play” 

- Educator 
Tour 1, 2015


